ST COLUMB MAJOR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of St Columb Major Town
Council, held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, St Columb Major, on
Tuesday, 7t" May 2024 at 7.00pm.

Present: Clirs P Wills, B Daniels, Mrs F Fuery, Mrs L Jiggins, Mrs F McLeod,
& S Taylor

In attendance: Mr J A Stuart (Town Clerk)

01/24 Election of Mayor for Civic Year 2024-2025

One nomination had been received for the office of Mayor. Members
voted unanimously to elect Cllr Wills as Town Mayor for the Civic Year
2024-2025.

02/24 Election of Deputy Mayor for Civic Year 2023/24

One nomination had been received for the office of Deputy Mayor.
Members voted unanimously to elect Clir Culley as Deputy Town Mayor
for the Civic Year 2024-2025.

03/24 Mayor and Deputy Mayor — Declaration of Acceptance of Office and
QOath of Allegiance

The Mayor read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, as well
as the Oath of Allegiance.

04/24 Mayor’s Welcome:

The Mayor, ClIr Wills, proceeded to welcome everyone to the Meeting.

i) Housekeeping:

The Mayor addressed all those present, giving advice on emergency
procedures, and asking that all mobile telephones be switched off, or
turned to silent.
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i) Diary Report from Mayor and County Councillor:

“Since we last met, the Denzell Downs funding panel, which | chair, met to
determine the applications received requesting funding from this year’s
fund. All the £6,203.00 was allocated. £2,000.00 each for St Columb in
Bloom and the Christmas lights; this year's money for the lights will go
directly to the Lights Committee. £1,001.00 each to St Columb Major
Steps and St Columb Major Connect Club, which is a youth organisation
that works with various youth clubs throughout Cornwall and will be
running various projects in conjunction with our youth club. Thanks to Clir
Mrs Mcleod and Rev Baber who made up the remainder of the panel.

It was a great pleasure to welcome the St Columb Major Academy School
Council to the Town Hall last week. Twenty-one children visited, and |
thank Clirs Allen, Mrs McLeod, Mrs Jiggins and Taylor for attending. The
Clerk helped marshal the children from the school to the Town hall and
back. | met them in the foyer and gave them a brief potted history of the
building, before we ventured upstairs into the chamber.

| explained how the Town Council works and what the responsibilities of
the Council entails. The children asked many very good questions, and |
did my very best to answer them in a way they would understand. They
asked if they could do some painting in the Recreation Ground to cover
the graffiti and make some posters asking people to pick up litter and not
to graffiti the Rec. This the Council has already discussed, having been
brought to our attention by Clir Allen. There may be a small cost for paint
and brushes. They spent a good hour here and | hope they left with a
better understanding of the work the Town Council does to improve their
area. | have also invited them to visit me at County Hall, to which they
have agreed.

| have had daily contact with the Clerk, who continues to keep me well
informed and consults me on all aspects of finance and all other issues.

The flagpole kindly donated by Mr Paul Young-Jamieson of Carnanton
Estate is due to be installed shortly thanks to Clir Culley and his
workforce. We have purchased a Town Flag and an 80" anniversary D-
Day flag. The D-day flag will be the first official flag to be raised to mark
the historic anniversary on 6™ of June.

| have today attended a Central Area Planning Committee meeting, where
an application for two dwellings at Rosenannon was considered. This
application | called into committee, as it was for a local family who wanted
to build two dwellings for family members. After much consideration, the
Committee refused the application, as they considered it in open
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05/24

06/24

07/24

08/24

09/24

countryside and not infill or rounding off. | totally disagree with the
decision.”

Public Forum:

There were no members of the public present.

Report from Police:

There was no Police presence, but PC Carthew reported the following, via
email:

Assault x 8

Theft x 6

Malicious Communications x 2
Criminal Damage x 2

Drink Drive x 1

Rogue Trader/Fraud x 1

Public Order x 1

Burglary x 1

Dog dangerously out of control x 1

Apologies for Absence:

Apologies for Absence had been received from Clirs S Culley (unwell), A
Dickens (family commitment) and Whetter (unwell).

Members Declarations of Interests:

i) Declarations of Interest, in accordance with the Agenda:
None

i) Declarations of gifts to the value of £25:
None

To confirm Minutes of the Full Council Meeting, held on 2"? April
2024:

The Minutes of the Full Council Meeting, held on 2" April 2024, were
presented by the Mayor.

Clir Wills proposed, CliIr Allen seconded, and it was RESOLVED
unanimously that the Minutes be accepted.
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10/24

11/24

12/24

13/24

Payment of Accounts — Members to Approve the Payment of
Accounts to 19" April 2024:

The Mayor presented the Accounts, paid up to 19t April 2024.

Clir Wills proposed, ClIr Taylor seconded, and it was RESOLVED
unanimously to approve the Payment of Accounts, up to 19t April 2023.

Planning Matters:

PA24/02047: to demolish a conservatory to the rear of the property
and build an extension to the property in its place. 5 Hawkens Way,
St Columb, Cornwall TR9 6SS. Mr and Mrs Scott and Sally
Dickinson.

Clir Wills proposed, ClIr Daniels seconded, and it was RESOLVED
unanimously to support the Application.

PA24/03161: works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order - T1
(Ash) fell to ground level (on main road). 40 Bank Street, St Columb,
Cornwall TR9 6AU. Mr Steve Harvey.

Clir Wills proposed, Cllir Mrs McLeod seconded, and it was RESOLVED
unanimously to support the view of the Tree Officer.

To appoint Council Representatives on the following Outside Bodies:

The following Council representatives were appointed to sit on outside
bodies:

RAF Clir Wills
Emergency Planning Clir Wills
Community Area Partnership Clir Taylor
Newquay Airport Forum Cllr Mrs McLeod
St Breock Wind Farm Community Panel Clirs Wills & Daniels

Denzell Downs Wind Farm Community Panel  Cllrs Wills & Mrs McLeod

Clir Wills proposed, Clir Jiggins seconded, and it was unanimously
RESOLVED to make these appointments en bloc.

Appointment of Mayor’s Chaplain:

Clir Wills proposed, CliIr Allen seconded, and it was unanimously
RESOLVED that Rev’d Helen Baber be reappointed as Mayor’s Chaplain.
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14/24

15/24

16/24

17/24

18/24

19/24

Appointment of Town Sergeant/Town Crier:

Clir Wills proposed, Cllir Mrs McLeod seconded, and it was RESOLVED
unanimously that Mr Sydney Bennett be reappointed as Town Crier and
Town Sergeant.

Standing Orders 2024, Financial Requlations 2024: Statement of
Internal Control 2024: General Risk Assessment 2024: Fire Risk
Assessment 2024: Code of Conduct 2024

Clir Wills proposed, ClIr Taylor seconded, and it was RESOLVED
unanimously to adopt the following documents:

Standing Orders 2024

Financial Regulations 2024
Statement of Internal Control 2024
General Risk Assessment 2024
Fire Risk Assessment 2024

Code of Conduct 2024

These documents would be available to view in the Town Clerk’s Office.

Schedule of Meetings 2023/24

The Town Clerk listed the suggested Schedule of Meetings for 2024-2025,
which members agreed unanimously to accept.

Purchase of Flags from Councillor

Clir Mrs Fuery proposed, ClIr Mrs Jiggins seconded, and it was
RESOLVED, with one abstention, to purchase a Union Flag and a St
Piran’s Flag from Clir Wills for £100.

CCTV Update

The Mayor and the Clerk explained that problems with the CCTV system
were being resolved at no extra cost to the Council.

Car Park Permits

The Mayor explained that the Council would use surplus permits from
previous years for this year’s allocations.

Clir Mrs Jiggins proposed, seconded by Clir Mrs Mcleod, and it was
unanimously RESOLVED that permits for the Recreation Ground Car Park
would be granted on a one-per-household basis in the first instance.
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Clir Wills proposed, seconded by ClIr Allen, and it was unanimously
RESOLVED to increase the cost of car parking permits by 5% to £105 per
annum.

20/24 Recreation Ground Tarmac Repair

The Clerk explained that a recent arson attack had left a section of the
Recreation Ground tarmac badly damaged and in need of replacement.
He had received one quotation for the work and had sought another.

21/24 Internal & External Audits

(i) Internal Controls Review

The Town Clerk as RFO referred to the Statement of Financial Control,
and reported that the Council had maintained an adequate and effective
system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems.

(ii) 2022/2023 Review: Recommendations & Implementation

The Clerk/RFO explained that the External Auditor had highlighted that the
Internal Auditor’'s recommendations be examined and implemented:

a) The level of general reserves should be maintained at
approximately a quarter of the precept. The Clerk had built
up the reserves to in excess of this amount.

b) Outturn against budgets: as recommended, Council, through
the Clerk/RFO, had paid much closer attention to actual
outturn compared to budget.

c) Income expectations: the latest precept been raised in part
to address the previous shortfall in income.

Clir Allen proposed, seconded by Clir Mrs Mcleod, and it was unanimously
agreed to accept the above recommendations and to agree the review of
internal audit policies and procedures.

(iii)  2023/24 External Audit Requirements

The Clerk/RFO explained correspondence he had received from BDO
LLP, the External Auditor, concerning the requirements for this year’s
audit. He described the arrangements in place for the preparation of the
accounting statements, including the bank reconciliation.

There were no conflicts of interests with either BDO LLP or Mrs Helen
Dowdall.
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22/24

23/24

Clir Allen proposed, seconded by Cllr McLeod, and it was unanimously
RESOLVED to confirm Mrs Dowdall’s appointment as Internal Auditor.

Correspondence

The following items of correspondence had been received:

a)

Cornwall Council Town and Parish Council Newsletter 05.04.24:
maternity, paternity and neonatal care leave for councillors; planning
application publicity update; the switching off and dimming of street
lighting, in order to save carbon and costs.

Cornwall Council Town and Parish Council Newsletter 03.05.24:
briefing on the proposed 100% council tax premium on second homes;
refreshed Cornwall Planning Partnership; planning training; No Mow
May.

Any Other Business

a)

In answer to CliIr Allen, the Clerk explained that grass verges in
Highcross, Highfield and adjacent to the doctors’ surgery would be cut
during the coming week.

Clir Mrs McLeod noted that a dead oak tree was overhanging the road
at Bridge. The Clerk would investigate.

Clir Mrs McLeod expressed her thanks to Clirs Culley and Dickens, as
well as to the Clerk, for their help in investigating the planning situation
at the Town Mills. She was satisfied that there had been no
infringements.

Clir Mrs Fuery was concerned that residents were still living
permanently at Trekenning Holiday Park. The Clerk would investigate.

Clir Mrs Fuery noted that a tree branch was overhanging the road in
Halveor Lane. The Clerk would investigate.

Clir Mrs Fuery feared that many residents were not recycling the
relevant articles. The Clerk would contact the Environmental Crime
Officer.

Clir Mrs Jiggins was concerned that the area of Halveor Lane and
Victoria Street was only dimly lit. The Clerk would investigate the
process and cost of installing a street lamp.

Clir Taylor described the lack of street lighting in the Hurlings area
adjacent to the veterinary surgery. The Clerk would investigate.
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24/24

25/24

26/24

27/24

Dated:

i) ClIr Wills agreed with ClIr Daniels that the Union Square flagpole ought
to be removed.

j) ClIr Wills explained that the Council’s application for a Denzell Downs
Community Fund grant for St Columb-in-Bloom had been successful.
The Clerk reported that the flowers had been ordered.

k) CllIr Allen reported that the Academy wall, which was mentioned at the
last meeting, had been investigated and deemed safe. It would be
monitored every six to twelve months.

Date of Next Full Council Meeting

The date of the next Full Council Meeting was scheduled to take place on
Tuesday 215t May 2024 or Tuesday 4" June 2024.

Resolution

To consider the following resolution: that the Press and Public be
excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business on the
grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information
as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as
extended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972)

Clir Wills proposed the Resolution, seconded by Clir Allen, and it was
RESOLVED unanimously that the meeting go into Closed Session.

Staff Appraisals

The Clerk reported that the staff appraisals had been held successfully,
and that staff feedback had been very positive.

Contractual Arrangements

Clir Wills proposed, ClIr Mrs Fuery seconded, and it was unanimously
RESOLVED that A1 Tree & Grounds continue to discharge their
contractual obligations at the existing cost.

The Meeting closed at 7.55 pm.

41 June 2024 Signed:
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