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ST COLUMB MAJOR TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, 
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, St Columb Major, 

on Tuesday, 18th April 2023 at 7.00p.m. 
 

Present:       Cllrs P Wills (Mayor), S Allen (Deputy Mayor), Mrs F Fuery, Mrs F  
                            McLeod, S Whetter, Mrs L Jiggins, B Daniels, S Taylor, S Culley,  
                          T Coad  
 
In attendance:  Mr M C Uren (Town Clerk) and two members of the public 
 
 

1. Mayor’s Welcome:  The Mayor, Cllr Wills, welcomed everyone to the Meeting. 
 

Housekeeping:  The Mayor addressed Councillors, and members of the public, 
giving advice on emergency procedures, asking that all mobile ‘phones be 
switched off, or turned to silent. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence: 

 
There were no Apologies for Absence, as all Councillors were present.  

 
3. To confirm Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, held on 19th April 2022 

 
The Mayor presented the Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting, held on 19th 
April 2022.   
 
Cllr Wills proposed, Cllr Allen seconded, and it was RESOLVED that the Minutes 
be accepted.   
   

4. Mayor’s Annual Address: 
 

The Mayor, Cllr Wills, gave his Annual Address, on the work and activities of the 
Town Council, since the last Annual Parish Meeting:   

 
“Since the last Annual Parish Meeting, the Town Council successfully organised 

celebrations to mark the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the 

Second.  A Street Party was held, plus an event in the Recreation Ground, and a 

Concert in the Church.  Three months later, our Sovereign, of glorious and 

gracious memory, died at the age of ninety-six.  The Nation, and the 

Commonwealth, mourned the passing of our Queen of seventy years.  Our new  
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Monarch was proclaimed King Charles the Third, and in a few weeks’ time, we 

will mark the Coronation of the King and Queen Consort, with a “Party in the 
Park” style celebration.  Coronation Mugs will be gifted to all the children at our 

local school.  

Away from national events, we said a fond farewell to our Clerk of nearly nine 

years, Mike Uren, who retired.  Our new Clerk was with us for just under six 

months, before leaving, and Mr Uren very kindly agreed to return, and sorted out 

the many issues which had been identified, that needed resolving.  Hopefully, a 

new Clerk will be with us soon, and Mr Uren can return to enjoying his much 

deserved retirement.  

After many years, St Columb Major Steps Childcare Nursery have moved out of 

the former Wesley Chapel into their new home, the former residential care home, 

Tropicana.  The Oasis Centre will take over renting the building very shortly.  

The Council co-opted three new Councillors, Messer’s Barry Daniels, Steven 
Culley, and Tim Coad.  

Two new CCTV cameras were installed in West Street, to help with the 

prevention, and detection of crime.  

Sadly, our Deputy Mayor of many years, Mrs Jenny Warner, died.  She was a 

wonderful lady, and many paid tributes to her.  She is greatly missed, and 

remembered with much affection.  

New fencing has been installed at the Bowling Club, and repairs carried out on 

the roof.  

A serious vandalism occurred in the Recreation Ground, with spray paint being 

used to deface the two much valued skate ramps.  Although the culprits were 

identified, the punishment hardly fitted the crime, due to their ages.  

The Council has undertaken work to improve the play areas at the “Hurlings”, 
and Carloggas Grove.  After enquiries regarding 106 monies, we were awarded 

£24,000, towards the overall costs involved.  

Over the last 12 months we have been working towards securing a new roof for 

the Town Hall.  This is proving to be a very complex issue, but we remain 

committed to replacing the roof, which has been in place since the mid-1800’s, 

and is desperately in need of replacement.  The interim Clerk gave us a ballpark  
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figure of £70,000 for the works.  However, this has proven to a wildly 

underestimation.   

We now know that the overall cost of replacing the roof is likely to be in the 

region of £200,000.  Although we increased the Precept to cover what we 

thought the cost would be, we now know differently.  The Council has agreed to 

take out a Public Works Loan to cover the cost, and will endeavour to repay the 

Loan at the earliest opportunity.  

Since agreeing to undertake the work on the roof, it has also become apparent, 

that the top floor windows at the rear of the Town Hall,n are also in desperate 

need of replacing.  We are currently awaiting Listed Building Consent to carry out 

these works, which are likely to cost in the region of £20 - £25,000.  

Both our Annual Remembrance Parade, and Christmas Lights Switch On, were a 

great success, and were enjoyed by many within the community.  

Once again, St Columb-in-Bloom proved to be a success, and without doubt it 

brightens up the Town during the summer months.  Our former provider of the 

Hanging Baskets has retired, and we are now working with a new supplier.  We 

are very much looking forward to this year’s display.  

The Town Council continues to work towards improvements throughout the 

Parish.  Our Library is doing well, and is being well used by various groups within 

our community.   

We sincerely hope that the year 2023/24, will prove once again to be another 

year, in which marked improvements will continue”. 

5. Public Question and Answer Session: 

Mr Roger Ford asked the following questions – 
 
a) There are problems with the pavement opposite the entrance to Polita Way.  

He has, himself, today shovelled out six places, to show where the pavement 
could be widened.  There has also been an amount of rubble/rubbish left 
outside the wall of the new houses.  This should be removed, presumably by 
the original Contractors.  In his opinion, a Zebra Crossing of sorts, also needs 
to put in in this location.  Crossing the road is a nightmare.  It is an accident 
waiting to happen.  We will speak to County Highways about the pavement, 
and provision of a Zebra Crossing with appropriate signage, and to the 
original Contractors about the removal of the rubble/rubbish. 
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b) Some concern was also expressed regarding, in general, the state of the 
Countryside Footpaths.  Does anyone actually inspect these?  The answer 
was no.  Mr Ford stated that he is more than happy to inspect the footpaths 
himself, in a purely voluntary capacity, on the Town Council’s behalf.  He was 
thanked for this offer. 

c) There appears to be a problem with indiscriminate parking in Lower East 
Street.  What is really required, are double yellow lines, to be painted on one 
side of the road.  It is unlikely that Highways will provide these lines, but we 
will refer the matter to them for consideration. 

d) Concern was also expressed regarding the speed of vehicles going past the 
school, down the Newquay Road.  A speed camera needs to be installed 
urgently, before an accident occurs.  We will look into this matter, and see 
what can be done. 

e) He also mentioned the dirty directional read signs on the A3059 at the 
entrance to Trekenning Roiad. 

 
Mr Chris Masters asked the following questions – 
 
a)  Why is no cleaning of the streets taking place around Hawkens Way?  This 

area (Hawkens Way/Highfield/School Alletway/Alleyway through Browning 
Close) appears not to have any street cleaning undertaken.  Cllr Wills 
explained the current situation, as to which streets are actually cleaned on a 
regular basis, and by whom.  We will certainly look into the possibility of 
having the area, as described by Mr Masters, cleaned on a more regular 
basis. 

b) The two Bus Stops on the Newquay Road also need to be cleaned.  Again, 
we will investigate this matter, and arrange for the necessary works to be 
undertaken, as deemed to be required.     

c) Mention was also made about the pavement, going down from Penmellyn 
Vets to Trekenning Roundabout.  It is a disgrace, and needs the encroaching 
grass to be cut back to improve the experience of people walking along it.  
We will, as previously stated, investigate the matter, and arrange for remedial 
work to be undertaken, as deemed necessary.  
Cllr Mrs Fuery stated, that the problem these days, is that County Highways 
use machines, and not, as in the old days, actual manpower.  

 
 
There being no further issues which anyone wished to make, Cllr Wills thanked 
everyone for their attendance, and closed the Meeting at 7.25p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Dated:      Signed: 


