ST COLUMB MAJOR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting,
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, St Columb Major,
on Tuesday, 16" April 2024 at 7.00p.m.

Present: Clirs P Wills (Mayor), S Allen, B Daniels, Mrs F Fuery, Mrs L Jiggins,

Mrs F McLeod, S Taylor & S Whetter.

In attendance: Mr J A Stuart (Town Clerk) and two members of the public

1.

™

[

|

Mayor’s Welcome: The Mayor, Clir Wills, welcomed everyone to the Meeting.

Housekeeping: The Mayor addressed Councillors, and members of the public,

giving advice on emergency procedures, asking that all mobile ‘phones be
switched off, or turned to silent.

Apologies for Absence:

Clirs S Culley (working) & A Dickens (family commitment).

. To confirm Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, held on 18" April 2023

The Mayor presented the Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting, held on 18"
April 2023.

Clir Wills proposed, CllIr Allen seconded, and it was RESOLVED that the Minutes
be accepted.

Mayor’s Annual Address

The Mayor, ClIr Wills, gave his Annual Address, on the work and activities of the
Town Council, since the last Annual Parish Meeting:

“The year started with the Coronations of His Majesty King Charles and Queen
Camilla, which were marked in St Columb Major Parish with a “Party in the Park”-
style event. Coronation mugs were given to all the children at the school, and the
remainder were made available to residents to purchase in the shops and pubs
in the town. They all sold. The Recreation Ground party was a tremendous
success and attended by several hundred very happy residents. We were very
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lucky with the weather, which stayed dry throughout the event and for the
fireworks.

In July, we were honoured by a visit to the Parish by Her Majesty Queen Camilla,
who visited the Oasis Centre to see for herself the work it does. The Centre
received The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service in 2022. This was the last
Queen’s Award signed by Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il. It was an honour
to be formally asked to welcome Queen Camilla to St Columb Major and to
escort her during her visit. Her Majesty was extremely impressed by the work the
Oasis Centre does in helping the lonely and vulnerable in the Parish and wider
area. The Council awarded the Centre with the Citizen or Organisation of the
Year Award in 2023 in recognition of the work it does.

The former Wesley Chapel has now been leased to the Oasis Centre by the
Town Council. This makes a huge difference in the facilities and care the Centre
can offer to residents. Tomasz Dalgiewicz redesigned the toilets to accommodate
wheelchair access and redecorated before we formally handed the building over.

We were left somewhat in the lurch when the interim Town Clerk left in February,
and so Mr Mike Uren clerked the last Annual Parish Meeting. We held interviews
again, and | am delighted that Mr Jeremy Stuart was finally appointed as Clerk.
He has without doubt proven to be a very able, capable, and extremely efficient
Town Clerk. He has worked diligently to ensure that the Town Council is run in a
professional manner. His commitment is second to none, and he is currently
undertaking CiLCA training, which he is due to complete by the end of the year.
Well done, Mr Stuart.

The biggest project undertaken by the Town Council was the replacement of the
windows on the top floor at the rear of the Town Hall. Because they are
southwest facing, these windows tend to be hit hard by the weather. Over the
years since they were last replaced it 1992, they deteriorated to the point that
they became dangerous, and were likely to fall out causing damage or injury.
This project was considered by the Council to be a priority. This meant that work
on the roof of the Town Hall had to be put on hold, given the expense of the
windows project.

Following approval by the Town Council, and subsequent public consultation,
new double yellow lines will shortly be in place in several areas of the Town,
which were identified by residents as problem areas, where people are parking
inconsiderately. Not everyone was in favour, but Highways agreed that these
areas were suitable for double yellow lines. The works will be undertaken very
shortly.
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Both our Internal and External Audits, as well as our Annual Governance Review,
were completed. No problems were found. The running of the Council’s finances
and due diligence is carried out monthly, in order to ensure that we conduct our
finances correctly, and within the law governing local authorities.

The new waste and recycling management system started a few months ago.
Our area was the first in Cornwall to adopt it. After a fractious start, the
overwhelming maijority of residents have been compliant, with a few exceptions.
The non-compliant residents have been sent warning letters by the County
Ernvironmental Crime Officer and will be prosecuted if they continue to flout the
new system.

| was contacted by a member of the Neighbourhood Development Plan
Committee requesting that we restart the process, which came to a halt at the
outbreak of the Covid crisis. | agreed to this without hesitation. It is important to
remember that this process must be publicly led and not run by the Council. |
was contacted late summer last year, and Committee members requested a
restart in the Autum. I've not heard anything from them since. | know that we are
keen to see a Neighbourhood Development Plan in place for the Parish, and |
sincerely hope this process can be restarted soon.

Our annual Remembrance Sunday parade and service were extremely well
attended. It was the first official engagement for our new Town Crier, Mr Sid
Bennett, who did a fantastic job, as did the Town Clerk.

The Christmas lights switch on was again very well attended. This is the last year
that the Town Council will be involved in the financing and other aspects of this
annual event. The Christmas Lights Committee will take on full responsibility for
the event in 2025.

St Columb in Bloom 2023 was also very well received by residents and visitors
alike. To date, we have received many request for hanging baskets around the
Town in areas we cover. Of course, we look forward to hanging our own baskets
that we place on street furniture and public buildings. | would like to thank Clirs
Mrs Jiggins and Daniels for their continued work on the flower beds and planters
that they take care of. Without their dedication, it would certainly cost more to
make the Town look good for “One and All”.

| would also like to thank all of our Councillors for the work they do to ensure that
we continue to work for the people of this parish, in order to enhance the area
and continue to improve and maintain all the areas we are responsible for.
Without a shadow of a doubt, each one of you contributes to the continued
success and work we undertake. “
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5. Public Question and Answer Session:

a) Mr Max Beason noted that the date for a conclusive decision to be made on
St Columb Major's Neighbourhood Development Plan had been set for 6th
September 2023. He feared that the project has lost its impetus, and was
particularly concerned that some of the collected data might have become
outdated.

The Mayor replied that, following an enquiry from Jill Brennan, he had
discussed the matter with the group’s chairman, Richard Hooton, who had
postponed several meeting dates. ClIr Wills agreed to liaise with Mr Hooton
and others, in order to resurrect the project.

b) Mr Beason observed that the Town Map adjacent to Wesley Place Car Park
was out of date, and asked if, given the retirement of artist Dick Twinney, the
Council would be able to improve the map.

Clir Wills explained that the matter had been raised at a January 2024
meeting, at which it was agreed that the outdated cards would be removed
and the frame restored. He suggested, to general agreement, that the Town
Map be regarded as an historical item, and thus that it not be updated.

c) Mrs Felicity Penneycard noted that some Town dwellings were more “litter-
prone” than others, and said it was a shame that some residents appeared
not to care about the state of the Town.

The Mayor agreed, and regretted that is was difficult to change the behaviour
of some people. He noted, however, that the situation in front of Bonds
House had improved immeasurably. Clir Wills also observed that the Town
was much cleaner than it used to be, as videos of civic occasions some years
ago demonstrated.

Mrs Penneycard also noted that waste bags were often left in the street
between collections, to which the Mayor explained that some residents were
often mistaken about the correct week to put out particular waste items. Clir
Wills agreed with Mrs Penneycard that waste collection operatives ought not
to throw the green plastic food waste caddies around.

d) Mrs Penneycard hoped that the bench area opposite the Co-op might be
cleaned more frequently. The Mayor suggested that the County Council’s
waste removal contractor might deal with that and other matters more
intensively.

There being no further issues raised, Clir Wills thanked everyone for attending
the Meeting, which closed at 7.25p.m.

Dated: Signed:
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