
ST COLUMB MAJOR TOWN COUNCIL – ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 15TH APRIL  2025                        Page 1 

 

 

ST COLUMB MAJOR TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, 
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, St Columb Major, 

on Tuesday, 15th April 2025 at 7.00p.m. 
 

Present:  Cllrs P Wills (Mayor), S Allen, B Daniels, Mrs F Fuery & S Taylor  
                            
 
In attendance:  Mr J A Stuart (Town Clerk) and two members of the public 
 
 

1. Mayor’s Welcome:  The Mayor, Cllr Wills, welcomed everyone to the Meeting. 
 

Housekeeping:  The Mayor addressed Councillors, and members of the public, 
giving advice on emergency procedures, asking that all mobile telephones 
phones be switched off, or turned to silent. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence: 

 
Cllrs S Culley (work commitment), A Dickens (ill health), Mrs L Jiggins (ill health). 

 
3. To confirm Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, held on 16th April 2024 

 
The Mayor presented the Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting, held on 16th 
April 2024.   
 
Cllr Wills proposed, Cllr Allen seconded, and it was RESOLVED that the Minutes 
be accepted.   
   

4. Mayor’s Annual Address 
 

Next month, we will welcome back some former councillors and some new faces 

to the Town Council. No elections for the three wards were held, because not 

enough people stood. There will be an election for Cornwall Council on 1st May. 

So, as this current administration comes to an end, lets look back at what’s been 
achieved over the last 12 years. 

We oversaw the purchase of the Town Hall; this building will now be forever in 

the ownership of the people of the parish. We took over the library and its staff, 

plus the public toilets, from Cornwall Council, keeping these vital public services 
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open and free to all. New windows on the first floor were installed last year. The 

roof still needs work, but it's less drastic than first thought.    

We made massive improvements to the allotments. Prior to 2013, they were 

dreadful. We installed paths, running water, a Portaloo, and maintained the outer 

hedges allowing light in so crops could get sunlight and grow. 

The two chapels at the cemetery were completely refurbished from their 

dilapidated state. Previous councils and organisations tried for over thirty years to 

achieve this; we got it done in three years. 

Trekenning Car park was devolved to the Town Council, and within six months 

we had it completely resurfaced and new drainage put in. 

Throughout the town, heritage street lighting was installed from the Cattle Market 

to the bottom of Bank Street. St Columb-in-Bloom was introduced, and has 

offered residents and businesses free hanging baskets, along with those on 

lampposts and public buildings,  as well as new flower beds at the lychgate and 

Trekenning Roundabout. The initiative really brightens up the town during the 

summer months.  

The former public phone box in Fair Street was turned into the Smallseum, and 

showcases the parish’s rich and vibrant history. The Town pump has also been 
refurbished. 

The Town Council took over as trustees of the Youth Club Building and invested 

in bringing the building back to compliance after much neglect. New heating, a 

fire alarm system, a systematic deep clean and redecoration were all organised 

It’s now, thanks to the Youth Club committee’s' very hard work and continued 
commitment, a wonderful space for our young people to enjoy. 

The Town Council bought the former Wesley Chapel in Fore Street. At the time 

of purchase, St Columb Major Steps did not have a permanent home. They were 

using a classroom at the school and offering nursery provision for working 

parents. The school needed the classroom back, so we stepped in, renovated 

the Chapel, and Major Steps used it for nearly a decade. It's now the Oasis 

Centre Community Hub, a much used and valued asset in the community. 

New footpaths were laid in the closed churchyard, its walls repointed, and new 

gates made. Our closed churchyard is one of the best maintained in Cornwall, 

thanks to the Town Council. Yes, there was controversy over the removal of an 

invasive tree, but that has been resolved. 

New public benches have been installed and old ones refurbished at various 

locations in the parish. 
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We have supported our football club, refenced the whole Recreation Ground and 

maintained it to a high standard. New play equipment has been installed in the 

children’s play area at the Recreation Ground and at Carloggas Grove. 

The list goes on and on. 

I am confident the work of the Town Council will continue to make the parish a 

better place for “One and All”. Of this, I am sure. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Town Clerk for all his hard work 

and dedication. Jeremy has done a brilliant job and will continue to do so. We are 

very lucky to have him in post. 

Finally, thank you to all Councillors past, present and future. I ask you to 

remember one thing! Council is here to help not hinder. We are of the people, for 

the people, by the people. Residents must be our number one concern; their 

needs must always be your number one motivation. Keep working to make St 

Columb Major a good place to live, and maintain that strong sense of community. 

“Town and Country Do Your Best”. 

Thank you.    

  

 
5. Public Question and Answer Session: 

a) Mr Ian Ball complained that planning permission for the Town Pump’s 
renovation had not been sought, and that the housing had not been replaced 
like-for-like.   
The Mayor and the Clerk explained that, in the view of the Council and the 
local Heritage Crime officer, the housing of the pump was not listed: the 
pump’s nineteenth century components were.  Moreover, Cornwall Council  
had confirmed that no further action was necessary. 
 

b) Mr Ball was critical of the decision to offer free Trekenning Road Car Park 
permits to the staff of the Petroc Group surgery, given that the surgery was a 
private business.  The Mayor and the Clerk explained that the offer was 
intended to benefit surgery patients, by freeing up surgery parking spaces. 

 
 
There being no further issues raised, Cllr Wills thanked everyone for attending the 
Meeting, which closed at 7.28p.m. 

 
 
 
 

Dated:  21st April 2026    Signed: 


