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ST COLUMB MAJOR TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Full Council Meeting of St Columb Major Town Council, 

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, St Columb Major, on 

Tuesday, 21st January 2020 at 7.00pm. 

 
Present:  Cllrs P Wills (Mayor), Mrs J Warner (Deputy Mayor), E Culley, Mrs 

B Rogers, Mrs F Fuery, B Daniels, Mrs L Jiggins, S Allen, Mrs F 
McLeod, K Roberts 

   
In attendance: Mr M C Uren (Town Clerk) 
 
 
223/19 Mayor’s Welcome:   
 
                     The Mayor, Cllr Wills, welcomed everyone to the Meeting. 

 
i) Housekeeping: 
 
The Mayor addressed Councillors, and members of the public, giving 
advice on emergency procedures, asking that all mobile ‘phones be 
switched off, or turned to silent. 

 
ii) Diary Report from Mayor and County Councillor: 

  
Cllr Wills presented his report:- 

“Since my last briefing, I attended an All Members Briefing at County Hall 

on Self-Neglect and Hoarding.  Adult Social Care has developed an 

approach to identify people who have self-neglecting behaviours, such as 

hoarding, neglecting themselves, or their environments.  These 

behaviours have featured as contributing to poor outcomes in recent 

Safeguarding Adults Reviews.  The Briefing set out for Members how our 

Locality Social Work Teams are improving knowledge and capacity, to 

support people with these behaviours.  It was to raise Councillors’ 

awareness of the issues, and provide assurance that work is underway to 

respond more effectively.  We were also briefed on Ash Die Back, an 

increasingly aware subject for all residents, the issues have been raised 

by members of the public, and Councillors.  It is a fungus that affects ash 

trees of all ages.  This Briefing therefore ensured Members are aware of 

what the Council is doing to enable them to respond appropriately, and 

support its activities.  We were also briefed on Highways Service - Local  
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Engagement and Communications.  This Briefing was to update Members 

on progress, with information available, developing local engagement and 

lines of communication, and reporting at a local level, particularly focused 

towards Town and Parish Councils.   

I attended a Meeting of the Customer and Support Services Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee, in which we looked in depth at the forthcoming 

budget proposals for the year 2020/21.  Cabinet are proposing a 3.99% 

increase in Council tax for the coming year. 

I welcomed the new Divisional Police Inspector for Newquay and St 

Columb, Inspector Guy Blackford, to St Columb Major Town Hall for the 

first of our quarterly meetings.  The Inspector and I meet every three 

months, to discuss policing issues within the Parish, and to touch base on 

any matters of concern raised by residents.  Inspector Blackford has taken 

over from Dave Meredith, who retired just before Christmas, after ten 

years in post.  Inspector Blackford is a local boy, who went to Newquay 

Treviglas School, and is very much enjoying his new role. I informed him 

that the Town Council enjoys a very close relationship with our Police 

Team, and we all value the role our PCSO's play in connecting with 

residents and visitors alike.  Inspector Blackford said that the "Town 

Council has helped greatly with the installation of new CCTV within the 

town centre, which helps with the prevention and detection of crime, and 

the relationship between Officers and the Council is greatly valued".  He 

went on to say "Crime in St Columb Major Parish remains very low, and it 

is a wonderful place to live, with a true sense of community, that is 

enjoyed by all.  He very much looks forward to "Hurling", and other events 

throughout the year, that make St Columb Major the place it is". 

I chaired a Meeting of Cornwall Council’s Standards Committee, where I 

proposed to form a Working Group, to investigate what could be done to 

provide support for Councillors, who may feel that they have been a victim 

of a campaign against them.  I advised that I would chair the Working 

Group, and that Councillors Gammon and Nicholas would also be 

included.  There were vacancies for one Parish/Town Council 

Representative, and one Lay Member, and if anybody was interested, they 

were asked to e-mail me, as Chairman, direct, to let me know. 

I attended St Wenn Parish Council Meeting. 

I have today attended a Meeting of Full Council, at New County Hall”.  
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224/19 Public Forum: 

  There were no members of the public present. 
 
225/19 Apologies for Absence: 
         
 All Councillors were present.                     . 
 
226/19 Members Declarations of Interests: 
 

i) Declarations of Interest, in accordance with the Agenda: 
 
Cllr Wills – Planning Application – PA19/11092 
 

ii) Declarations of gifts to the value of £25: 
 
None 

 
227/19 Report from County Councillor and Police: 
 
  The County Councillor’s report had already been presented. 
   
  There was no Police presence, and no Report had been received. 
 
228/19 To confirm Minutes of the Full Council Meeting, held on 7th January 

2020: 
 
The Minutes of the Full Council Meeting, held on 7th January 2020, were 
presented by the Mayor.   
 
The Town Clerk confirmed that scaffolding will be erected on the Town 
Hall tomorrow.  Cllr Wills advised that he intends to visit Mr. Juszczak 
tomorrow.  Whilst Mr Juszczak will be expected to pay for a Parking 
Permit, the suggestion is that we will make one bay outside his property a 
Disabled – Reserved Bay.  Councillors were happy with this suggestion.  
Cllr Mrs Rogers asked if we had had any correspondence regarding the 
request on Facebook.  The answer was no, not yet.  The problem still 
exists with black bin bags being placed around the Town Hall.  We are 
awaiting a response from the owner of Union House Flats.  Again, we 
have had no response from the Youth Club regarding a visit.  We will 
contact the Chairman again, but if there is nothing forthcoming, we will 
arrange a date and visit ourselves.   
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Cllr Wills proposed, Cllr Allen seconded, and it was RESOLVED that the 
Minutes be accepted.  There were three abstentions, as these Members 
were not present at the Meeting. 
 

229/19 Planning Matters: 
 

Cllr Wills left the Meeting 
 
PA19/11092:  To replace a barn with a four-bedroom dwelling with 
variation of Condition 4 of PA19/01122 – Bazeley Farm, Talskiddy, St 
Columb, Cornwall – Miss Ellery 
 
Councillors were generally of the opinion that this will ”tidy up” the area.  
Planning permission has already been given.  It is only a Variation that we 
are being asked to comment on.   Changing “prior to demolition” to “prior 
to construction”.   
 
Cllr Daniels proposed, Cllr Culley seconded, and it was RESOLVED 
unanimously to support the Application. 
 
Cllr Wills returned to the room. 
 
PA19/11040:  Residential development for 28 new dwellings, 8 of 
which are to be affordable, with associated parking and road – Land 
to the East of Station Road, St Columb, Cornwall TR9 6BX – Mr Matt 
Cavill, Enelco Limited, Truro 
 
It was stated that previously we had received an outline planning 
application for 10 houses to be built in this area.  It was thought that 
eventually this Application was withdrawn.  Now the Application is for 28 
houses.  A map of the area and site plan were shown to Members.   The 
general consensus of opinion was that 28 is too many.    It was confirmed 
that the NDP Group have had no input on this request at all.  The speed 
limit signage would need to be moved down the road towards Trekenning 
roundabout, and street lighting will need to be installed.  It would appear 
that all the properties are “open plan”.    Concern was expressed about the 
local infrastructure, and the fact that it will not cope.  The dwellings will 
look like the Praze-an-Cronor development.  The Planning Authority will 
consider this as “rounding off”.  It was thought that 18 houses would be a 
better number.    
 
Cllr Wills proposed, Cllr Mrs Fuery seconded, and it was RESOLVED to 
support the Application, but with the following proviso – “We consider that 
28 dwellings is far too concentrated, to enable the provision of 
decent/suitable sized housing accommodation on this site, and that 18  
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would be preferable, with 30% (5) subsequently being “affordable”.  There 
is a need for additional street lighting on that section of Station Road.  This  
would make more visible at night the entrance to the site, and also the 
requirement to cover the two unmarked pedestrian crossing points, 
indicated on the Site Plan.  There also needs to be two road signs, one 
exiting the town, and one entering, to indicate “people crossing” the road, 
as well as extending the 30 mph speed limit signage to cover that section 
of the road.  This can be a busy road, and despite the 30 mph signage, 
will still be a fast one, especially coming off the A39 from Trekenning.  We 
also need to mention that some documents for this Application were not 
available to be viewed, and that within the text, there were some appalling 
spelling errors (especially on page 22)”.  There was one abstention.  
 
PA19/10384:  Erection of café, car park and associated development 
– Retallack Resort and Spa, Winnards Perch, St Columb, Cornwall – 
AG Retallack Ltd 
 
Cllr Wills proposed, Cllr Mrs Warner seconded, and it was RESOLVED 
unanimously to support the Application. 
 
PA19/11210:  Retrospective consent for the construction of rear 
extensions – St Columb Major Business Park, Unit 5 and 5, Hurling 
Way, Trekenning - Fiona Rick 
 
Cllr Wills proposed, Cllr Daniels seconded, and it was RESOLVED 
unanimously to support the Application. 
 
PA20/00249:  2 Lime Trees – 1) Tree at entrance to drive, clear side 
shoots from previous pruning and take off 2 larger branches that 
hang vertically down (one on to the road), marked in sketch and 
photo as Tree 1 
2) Smaller tree next to greenhouse, prune back overhanging branch 
towards house one over the road photo as Tree 2 – Lime Trees, Old 
Rectory Drive, St Columb, Cornwall – Mrs Margaret Barnett 
 
Cllr Daniels stated that this work is sensible.  It is basically tidying up the 
trees, and removing any threat to the nearby property and road. 
 
Cllr Daniels proposed, Cllr Mrs Rogers seconded, and it was RESOLVED 
unanimously to support the Application. 
 

230/19 Neighbourhood Development Plan: 
 
Cllr Wills advised that he had attended the Steering Group’s Meeting on 
8th January.  Whilst the Questionnaire is now just about ready to be sent  
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out, it was mentioned that Jeff Muir has had little, or no recent 
involvement.  The final draft will still need to be approved by the Town 
Council.  Cllr Daniels again spoke about the way the matrix tables are 
shown – basically the wrong way around.  Cllr Wills agreed that he would 
speak to Jeff Muir about the Questionnaire as soon as possible.  Cllr Wills 
did confirm that the Steering Group are very committed, and enthusiastic 
about this project.  The Group now consists of about eight members, not 
the fifteen who originally started.   
 

231/19 Smallseum: 
 
 Cllr Mrs Warner gave an update on the Smallseum.  The Old Cornwall 

Society has pledged to contribute £500 towards the project.  The total cost 
of the project is just over £1,400.  The Town Council will fund the 
difference.  It was confirmed that Andy Huckleby is moving forward on this 
project.  He anticipated that it will be ready in time for “Hurling”.  In answer 
to a Member’s question, the Town Clerk gave a breakdown of the 
expenditure. 

 
232/19 Resurfacing of Trekenning Road Car Park:  
 
 The Town Clerk advised that the tender date for the resurfacing of 

Trekenning Road Car Park has now been extended to 29th January 2020.  
There were a number of reasons why this has had to happen.  It is now 
our intention to report the tenders to the next Full Council Meeting on 4th 
February.  Cllr Wills confirmed that there will be a sign erected in the Car 
Park, advising people about the closure.  Notes will also be placed on 
cars, from mid-February, advising them that the Car Park will be closed for 
approximately two weeks, from the beginning of April.  If cars are still 
parked when we intend to commence work, they will be removed.  We will 
place barriers at the entrance to the Car Park, to prevent anyone entering.  
There was also a suggestion that we involve the DVLA, to identify vehicles 
without current taxation.  

 
233/19 Working Party on Contracts: 
 
 Cllr Wills spoke about the recent Working Party Meeting.  He advised of 

the additional areas that will need to have the grass cut – The Hurlings 
field, the Green at Highfield Avenue, Trelawney Parc, and Carloggas 
Grove.  It was also agreed that additional verges be included, namely the 
four triangles at the Lanhainsworth/Talskiddy Junction on the A39, and 
two additional triangles on Trekenning Roundabout, with an additional 
area at the Cross Putty Junction.  It had also been agreed to combine the 
Grass Cutting, and Verge Cutting Contracts.  The Weed Control Contract, 
and the Footpath Cutting Contract, will be separate Contracts.   
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Cllr Wills proceeded to talk about the Town Council Maintenance, and 
Toilet Cleaning Contracts.  It had been agreed that the Maintenance 
Contract be renamed as the Street Cleaning Contract.  After much debate, 
it was considered sensible to continue with these separate Contracts, and 
not to make it a “paid employee of the Town Council”.  Cllr Mrs Warner 
expressed some concern regarding this matter.  The Town Clerk read an 
extract from our Accountants letter.  After much debate, it was agreed that 
we should contact our current Cleaner, and ask him to look into becoming 
a Limited Company, or include in the Contract that he is wholly 
responsible for paying his own National Insurance and Income Tax, which 
he currently does.   
 
In the meantime, it was agreed that adverts should be placed for all the 
above Contracts.  The new Contracts will commence on 1st April 2020.    

 
234/19 Commemorations 2020: 
 
 Cllr Wills advised that it is the 75th Anniversary of VE Day on 8th May 

2020.  It is also 100 years since the War Memorial was commissioned on 
29th June 2020.  Whilst it would be a good idea to have two celebrations, 
the sensible suggestion would be just to have one Celebration, in the form 
of a Concert in the Church, with a choir and a band, on 8th May.  As 
Members are aware, the 8th May is now the Bank Holiday.  After some 
debate, Cllr Mrs McLeod proposed, Cllr Roberts seconded, and it was 
RESOLVED unanimously to give the Mayor a mandate to make the 
necessary arrangements.     

 
235/19 Any Other Business: 
 

a) Cllr Wills advised that he had received a request from a resident for the 
Town Bells to be rung at 11.00am on 31st January 2020 (the day we 
leave Brexit).  He has advised them that this is not a Town Council 
issue. 

b) Cllr Wills has received a request from a local resident (Marc Hopgood), 
stating that he would be interested in becoming a Town Councillor.  He 
has been told to write into the Town Clerk, in the first instance. 

c) Cllr Wills spoke again about CCTV in the Town.  Inspector Blackford 
was impressed with the number of cameras the Town Council has  
installed.  However, there are some “black spots”, between the Post 
Office and The Town Pump, and possibly in West Street.  We could 
therefore consider installing additional CCTV cameras at these 
locations.  This will be an Agenda Item at the next Full Council 
Meeting. 
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d) Cllr Culley stated that there is still quite a mound of earth by the new 

seat, at the entrance to Trekenning Road Car Park.  The Contractor 
has been spoken to about this, but he will be contacted again. 

e) Cllr Mrs Rogers stated that there does appear to be a problem with 
one of the speakers in the Council Chamber.  The matter will be 
investigated. 

f) Cllr Mrs Fuery asked if we are aware of who is taking over from Beth at 
Newquay Voice.  The answer was that, now the paper has been taken 
over by The Independent, we do not yet know what will happen. 
 

236/19 Date of Next Full Council Meeting: 
 

The next Full Council Meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday, 4th 
February 2020 at 7.00pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
237/19 To consider the following Resolution:  That the Press and Public be 

excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business on the 
grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information 
as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as 
extended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972) 

 
  

Cllr Wills proposed this Resolution, which was seconded by Cllr Mrs 
Warner, and RESOLVED unanimously, that we now go into Closed 
Session 
 
 
This part of the Meeting ended at 8.32pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated:  4th February 2020    Signed: 


